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Leveraging Biomass is Key to Achieving SAF Targets

.



BDO Zone Ratings certify ‘regional readiness’ for 
bio-manufacturing, create global connections, and ignite an 

influx of clean energy opportunities.

.

Empowering Communities. Enabling Biomanufacturing. Energizing the Bioeconomy. 

..



✓ $30B+ private investment and 60,000 new rural jobs 

across 61 active BDO Zone pipelines (May 2025).

✓ $4B of capital being raised today for 4 biofuels projects

.

BDO Zone Ratings®

Immediate, Measurable Impact

..



BDO Zone Ratings®

Real Projects. Real Results.

...



Standards-based assessment of a specific region’s suitability for
biofuel, renewable chemical, biogas or bioproduct projects.

Ratings send clear and powerful signals to biobased developers and 
investors worldwide that a region is “bio-manufacturing ready”.

Ratings are site location bullseyes for bio-project development, 
they create connections between BDO Zones bio-project developers 
globally, and catalyze new project development.

What is a BDO Zone Rating®? 

What do they do?
..



• BDO Zones undergo rigorous and extensive due diligence using a nationally accredited 
standardized framework of over 100 transparent and validated risk indicators.

• Investment grade BDO Zone Ratings identify optimal areas in each state for new biobased 
development. 

BDO Zone Rating Due Diligence

The 3 Pillars of BDO Zone Ratings



BDO Zone Rating Scale



• BDO Zone Ratings are issued within the
framework of national Standards for Biomass
Supply Chain Risk.

• 6 years development by US Department of
Energy (USDOE)/ Idaho National Labs, Ecostrat,
and a 65 member, $60B capital market ratings
review committee.

• CSA Canadian National Standard issued in 2021.
ASTM accreditation slated for Q4 2025.

Recognized, Credible, Standards-based Rating Framework



The International Biomass Rating Agency (IBRA) is the world’s first biomass
rating agency. IBRA fosters market stability and accelerates growth by issuing
BDO Zone ratings and providing critical information and new tools that help
accelerate and derisk biomanufacturing globally.

Governance: BDO Zone Ratings
IBRA Launch Date: June 2025



• BDO Zone Ratings referenced four times in the US
Department of Agriculture’s “Plan to Enable the
Bioeconomy in America: Building a Resilient
Biomass Supply” as a important tools to accelerate
biobased development (March 2024; pp.4, 27, 28 and 29).

• USDA’s response to President Biden’s Executive
Order 14081, “Advancing Biotechnology and
Biomanufacturing Innovation for a Sustainable, Safe,
and Secure Bioeconomy”.

• USDA Rural Development has directly funded over 50
BDO Zone ratings.

International recognition as powerful bioeconomy development tools

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/biomass-supply-chain-report.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/biomass-supply-chain-report.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/biomass-supply-chain-report.pdf
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2024: BDO Zones by the Numbers…

...



✓ Rating Parameters: 455,000 bdt/ yr of
low-risk wheat straw at $115-$140/ bdt

✓ Rating Outlook: Low Supplier Risk: Long
history of wheat production, and growers
willing to participate in biomass projects.

✓ Existing, underutilized fleet of harvest and
transportation equipment

✓ Conveniently located in proximity to large
population centers – Edmonton & Calgary.

View and download the Vegreville BDO Zone Rating here.

Vegreville, AB BDO Zone 

‘A’ Rating for SAF
Supported by Canadian Council for 

SAF (C-SAF)

https://bdozone.org/rating_award/vegreville-alberta/


⮚ First ‘AA’ rated BDO Zone. Issue Date: 
Oct 2022.

⮚ Rated for 2 million gt/y of woody 
biomass 75-mile radius ex Bon Wier, 
Texas, USA.

⮚ Supports the siting decision and $2B 
capital raise for USA BioEnergy’s
development of an advanced 
biorefinery for SAF.

Bon Wier, TX BDO Zone 

‘AA’ Rating for SAF



Selected Project Capital Raises in BDO Zones

USA BioEnergy Advanced Biorefinery. Bon Wier, TX.
$2B. Woody biomass-biofuels.

Velocys Bayou Fuels Facility. Natchez, MS.
$1.5B. Woody biomass-SAF.

Yosemite Clean Energy.  Tulumne County CA.
$Undisclosed. Woody  biomass-biofuels.

Azure SAF Plant. Cherryvale, KA.
$Undisclosed. Corn stover-SAF.

Louisiana Green Fuels (LGF) Project. Richland Parish.
$700M. Woody biomass-SAF

NOTE: selected public disclosures of project development in BDO Zones

.

https://usabioenergy.com/
https://www.bayoufuels.com/
https://www.uniondemocrat.com/news/article_9903e704-95e8-11ed-aace-93d913234cfa.html
https://www.biobased-diesel.com/post/saf-facility-scaled-at-135-mgy-planned-for-cherryvale-kansas
https://biomassmagazine.com/articles/proposed-louisiana-green-fuels-project-pivots-to-saf


Real People, Real Ratings, Real Impact

...



✔ Pre-vet, quantify and signal key regional biomass feedstock and

infrastructure “success” characteristics.

✔ Connect BDO Zones with bio-based project developers and investors

around the world.

✔ Drive new biobased manufacturing to regions that are best able to

support it.

BDO Zone Ratings® in a nutshell…
Powerful economic development and project finance tools 

that can drive SAF development

..



..

Join the BDO Zone Summit

Register Here: https://bdozoneconnect.com/summit2025/



www.bdozone.org | info@bdozone.org

Download and view BDO Zone ratings at www.bdozone.org

Jordan Solomon, President, Chairman BDO Zone Initiative jordan.solomon@ecostrat.com

Aryn Garswood, Head, BDO Zone Initiative aryn@ecostrat.com

Alan Peranson, Director of Business Development alan@ecostrat.com

Want to learn more?

mailto:aryn@ecostrat.com
mailto:alan@ecostrat.com
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