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Dear EUBCE contributor and bioeconomy stakeholder,

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented and arduous 
disturbance and turmoil to all aspects of life, health, societal inclusion, 
work, energy and the environment. Recovering from the ongoing pandemic 
continues to be an uphill battle for all while the role of renewable energy 
sources has increased and intensified in the energy market. Although the 
COP26 at Glasgow did not result in assurances that the target of 1.5°C will 
be achieved, it moved the global community in the right direction. This 
now enhances the opportunities for biomass to play a central role in the 
decarbonisation strategies of all nations.

Furthermore, the recent and brutal war taking place in Ukraine and  the 
suffering of the Ukrainian people, has completely changed all predictions 
for energy policy, planning and strategies for decarbonising the European 
economy. These facts will have an acute effect on the use of biomass, some 
can be severe while other can provide new prospects resulting in new 
visions and expectations.

Never have the opportunities for the bioeconomy been better, but at the 
same time never before has the bioeconomy faced so many obstacles and 
barriers to deploy innovative technologies into the various markets for 
biobased products and services.

In the EUBCE 2022, with the new impetus created with the integration of 
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU) and the Bio-based 
Industries Consortium in the structure and programme of the Industry 
Track of the conference, we will be looking at several of the above issues 
and how the bioeconomy can play a significant role and contribute to 
Europe’s and global efforts for recovery from the pandemic whilst achieving 
the 1.5°C target.

Join your peers and other stakeholders from diverse facets of the global 
bioeconomy and contribute to the debate on how to overcome the barriers 
we face so that our bioeconomy community can deliver the impacts needed 
for European and global citizens.

A Message to EUBCE 2021 
participants

Kyriakos Maniatis, PhD.
EUBCE Industry Coordinator

Philippe Mengal
Executive Director, CBE JU

Dirk Carrez
Executive Director, BIC

https://www.bbi.europa.eu/about/circular-bio-based-europe-joint-undertaking-cbe-ju
https://biconsortium.eu/bio-based-industries-consortium
https://biconsortium.eu/bio-based-industries-consortium
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PANEL DISCUSSION | Carbon markets  
 15:00 - 16:00 CEST    SESSION IAO.1

PA N E L I S T S

Liisa RANTA 
UPM Biofuels, Finland 

Antonio Marco PANTALEO 
European Innovation Council, European Commission 

Stefano DE CLARA  
International Carbon Action Partnership (ICAP), Germany 

Kjell ANDERSSON 
Svebio, Sweden 

Vanessa LEONARDI 
Mite, Italy

EUBCE | Industry Track 
MONDAY 9 MAY 2022

C H A I R S  
David CHIARAMONTI 
Polytechnic of Turin, Italy

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator
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Progress in advanced biofuels 
 16:15 - 17:15 CEST    SESSION IAO.2

C H A I R S 
 
Philippe MARCHAND
Former Total, France

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

Decarbonising shipping and the role of green methanol
  IAO.2.1

Berit HINNEMANN
Maersk, Denmark
 
The fast rise of advanced biofuels as most prominent  low 
carbon fuel in the marine industry

  IAO.2.2
Dirk KRONEMEIJER
Good fuels, The Netherlands 

Progress in the promotion of sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) 
  IAO.2.3

Cesar VELARDE
European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), France

Opportunity and challenge for sustainable aviation fuels 
producers in China 

  IAO.2.4
Dannis POON
Eco-ceres, China

EUBCE | Industry Track 
MONDAY 9 MAY 2022
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Opportunities and challenges for the use of biofuels 
in road transport 

 17:30 - 18:30 CEST    SESSION IAO.3

C H A I R S 
 
Indra te Ronde  
Coordinator Public Affairs, TLN, The Netherlands

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

The regulatory aspects for using biomethane as fuel
  IAO.3.1

Erik BÜTHKER 
Business Development Asia, Specialist gaseous fuels, CNG, LNG, H2, Marketing & 
Services, Total Energies, France 

Renewable fuels in transport are necessary to achieve climate 
targets

  IAO.3.2 
Eric VAN DEN HEUVEL 
Independent advisor – Platform Renewable Fuels, The Netherlands 

What does the transport sector need to increase the use of bio-
fuels?

  IAO.3.3 
Willemijn WESTERLAKEN 
European Affairs manager, TLN, The Netherlands

Practical insights in the use of HVO from a transport company 
perspective

  IAO.3.4 
Christien LYCKLAMA & Jeroen BLAAUW

EUBCE | Industry Track 
MONDAY 9 MAY 2022
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022

CONCAWE STUDY PANEL DISCUSSION | Availability 
of Sustainable biomass in the EU towards 2050 

 09:00 - 10:00 CEST    SESSION IBO.1

C H A I R S 
 
Philippe MARCHAND 
Former Total, France

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

PA N E L I S T S

Alba SOLER 
Science Executive Refining Transition, Concawe, Belgium 

Calliope PANOUTSOU 
Imperial College London, Centre for Energy Policy and Technology, Uni-
ted Kingdom 

Bernd KUEPKER
European Commission, DG ENER

Chris MALINS 
Cerulogy - Ideas for a sustainable future, United Kingdom

Andreas GEß 
Fraunhofer, Germany

Jesus Lopez Lopez
Biofuels Sustainability Manager
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022

Biomass production 
 11:45 - 12:45 CEST    SESSION IBO.2

C H A I R S 
 
Myrsini CHRISTOU  
Center for Renewable Energy Sources and Saving, Biomass Dpt., Greece

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

Economic and government policy analysis for energy 
production from sweet sorghum 

  IBO.2.1
Mike HOLLY  
Sorgo Fuels & Chemicals, Inc., US

Potential of Bamboo for renewable energy: opportunities,  
challenges and the way forward  

  IBO.2.2
Claudia DAZA MONTAÑO
INBAR, Switzerland

Agroforestry for bioenergy – cultivation, biomass potential & 
environmental benefits 

  IBO.2.3
Michael WEITZ
Lignovis, Germany

Sustainable feedstock solutions for the EU’s emerging 
industrial bioeconomy

  IBO.2.4
Jens PRICE WOLF
ENVIVA, Germany
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PANEL DISCUSSION | Greening the gas grid: are we 
on the right track? 

 15:00 - 16:00 CEST    SESSION IBO.3

C H A I R S 
 
Arthur WELLINGER 
Triple E&M, Switzerland

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

PA N E L I S T S

Uwe FRITSCHE
IINAS, Scientific Director, Germany
  
Jeppe BJERG
Energinet, Denmark

Lorenzo MAGGIONI
CIB-Consorzio Italiano Biogas

Markus BACKES 
European Commision, DG Energy, BELGIUM 

EUBCE | Industry Track 
TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022

Progress in gasification technologies 
 16:15 - 17:15 CEST    SESSION IBO.4

C H A I R S 
 
Ilkka HILTUNEN 
VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland, Ltd., Finland

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

Widening the feedstock pool: creating a circular carbon 
economy 

  IBO.4.1
Freya Burton  
LanzaTech, Chief Sustainability Officer , USA 

Oxy-steam fluidized bed gasification for biomass to value: 
concept and experience

  IBO.4.2
Frank LIGTHART
Sumitomo SHI FW, Finland

Current activities in biomass gasification in the USA
  IBO.4.3 

Robert BALDWIN
NREL, USA

SNG production from biomass and waste gasification:  
the GAYA demonstration plant

  IBO.4.4 
Marion MAHEUT
ENGIE, FRANCE
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Progress in fast pyrolysis 
 17:30 - 18:30 CEST    SESSION IBO.5

C H A I R S 
 
Bert VAN DE BELD 
BTG Biomass Technology Group, The Netherlands

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

Demonstration of fast pyrolysis of forest residues, orchard 
waste, and construction & demolition wood waste in California, 
USA

  IBO.5.1
Brian GANNON 
Biogas Energy Inc., USA

Development of a Bio-PTL plant using synergies within a 
refinery 

  IBO.5.2
Frithjof KUBLIK
Shell, Germany

Fast pyrolysis oil - the link in the value chain from sawdust to 
transportation fuels

  IBO.5.3
Mattias BACKMARK 
Board member Pyrocell AB., Sweden

Fast-Pyrolysis Upgrading Critical to Scaling Zero-Carbon SAF
  IBO.5.4

Bryan SHERBACOW  
Alder Fuels, USA

EUBCE | Industry Track 
TUESDAY 10 MAY 2022
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022

Woody biomass to bio-based packaging 
 09:00 - 10:00 CEST    SESSION ICO.1

C H A I R S 

Paola PAIANO 
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

C O - C H A I R 
Pilar LLORENTE 
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

METNIN™ SHIELD for sustainable packaging products 
  ICO.1.1 

Matti HEIKKILÄ 
MetGen Oy, Finland

Dendromass4Europe: short rotation woody crops with poplars 
(Populus) as a ready means for more sustainable biomass 
production and value chains in the wood composite and the 
packaging sectors

  ICO.1.2
Franz JÄGER 
Pulp-Tec, United Kingdom
Matthias MEYER  
TU Dresden, Dept. of Forest Sciences, Germany

From the DAWN wood biorefinery to bio-based monomers and 
polyesters and packaging applications

  ICO.1.3 
Gert-Jan GRUTER 
Avantium, The Netherlands

Pulpacktion.  Optimised moulded pulp for renewable packaging 
solutions 

  ICO.1.4 
Jose ALONSO 
ITENE, Spain

Circular Bio-based Europe 
Joint Undertaking Day
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Aquatic biomass: a diverse input for a variety of end 
products  

 11:45 - 12:45 CEST    SESSION ICO.2

C H A I R S 
 
Pilar LLORENTE
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

C O - C H A I R 
Monica PADELLA 
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

Creation and documentation of fitness promoting nutritional 
supplements from pelagic and whitefish fisheries biomass

  ICO.2.1
Katerina KOUSOULAKI
Nofima, Norway

REDWINE: When CO2 is the engine
  ICO.2.2 

Miguel CACHÃO
AVIPE, Portugal

Microphyt SCALE - first of its kind industrial platform towards 
sustainable microalgae-based solutions 

  ICO.2.3 
Samgoulé SAMASSA  
Bio-Industrial Project Manager, Microphyt, France

Multi-Str3am: A sustainable multi-strain, multi-method, 
multi-product microalgae biorefinery integrating industrial 
side streams to create high-value products for food, feed and 
fragrance

  ICO.2.4 
Laura MONTEIRO 
Algae for future, PORTUGAL

EUBCE | Industry Track 
WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022

Circular Bio-based Europe 
Joint Undertaking Day
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022

PANEL DISCUSSION | Partnerships as a catalyst for 
growth of bio-based industries  

 15:00 - 16:00 CEST    SESSION ICO.3

C H A I R S 
 
Phillipe MENGAL   
Ecutive Director, Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

C O - C H A I R 
Dieter BRIGITTA
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

PA N E L I S T S

Michael BRANDKAMP 
ECBF, Germany 

Antoine PEETERS  
Pole IAR, France 

Niklas VON WEYMARN	  
Metsa, Finland 

Dirk CARREZ 
Executive Director, Bio-Based Industries Consortium (BIC), Belgium

Circular Bio-based Europe 
Joint Undertaking Day
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Food & agricultural waste to bio-based end products 
 16:15 - 17:15 CEST    SESSION ICO.4

C H A I R S 
 
Dieter BRIGITTA
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

C O - C H A I R 
Chloë JOHNSON 
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

From R&D to Market: Agro Waste Solutions Towards Sustainable 
and Circular Materials

  ICO.4.1 
Filip MIKETA 
Bio-mi, Croatia

Low carbon and fully circular industry made possible via 
biorefinery plants; towards new European industrial models? 
example of AFYREN

  ICO.4.2 
Nicolas SORDET 
AFYREN, France

Agri & food waste valorisation co-ops based on flexible multi-
feedstocks biorefinery processing technologies for new high 
added value applications 

  ICO.4.3 
Cristina FERNANDEZ
IRIS, Spain

Circular Polyphenol-rich Mediterranean ingredients & products 
targeted in Up4health project 

  ICO.4.4
Manuel ROMAN 
ISANATUR, Spain

EUBCE | Industry Track 
WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022

Circular Bio-based Europe 
Joint Undertaking Day
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022

Sustainable biomass sources for fibres and textiles  
 17:30 - 18:30 CEST    SESSION ICO.5

C H A I R S 
 
Chloë JOHNSON
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

C O - C H A I R 
Dieter BRIGITTA
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

WaterSkins: Leather from Wastewater
  ICO.5.1 

Gijs ARNOLD 
WaterSkins, The Netherlands

Glaukos - Circular Solution for the Textile Industry
  ICO.5.2 

Zsófia KÁDÁR 
Bio Base Europe Pilot Plant, Belgium

Textile fibre from paper-grade pulp
  ICO.5.3

Heli KUORIKOSKI
Metsä, Finland

Project EFFECTIVE: paving the way for a more sustainable, cir-
cular and bio-based textile industry 

  ICO.5.4 
Mattia Comotto 
Aquafil, Italy

Circular Bio-based Europe 
Joint Undertaking Day
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
THURSDAY 12 MAY 2022

Sustainable aviation fuel developments in China   
 09:00 - 10:00 CEST    SESSION IDO.1

C H A I R S 
 
Shizhong LI
Head of New Energy Division, Professor of Biofuels & Biochemical 
Engineering of Tsinghua University, Director of Beijing Engineering 
Research Center for Biofuels, Executive Director of MOST-USDA Joint 
Research Center for Biofuels, CHINA

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

Certification and development of sustainable aviation fuel in 
China 

  IDO.1.1
Zuxi XIA
Fuel & Chemical Airworthiness Certification Centre (FCCC) of CAAC

The future of sustainable aviation fuel in China 
  IDO.1.2

Hai FENG
CNAF, China
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Demonstration application and technology development of 
bio-jet-fuel of SINOPEC 

  IDO.1.3
Zexue DU
SINOPEC, China

The progress of bio-jet fuel specification in China
  IDO.1.4

Zhiping TAO 
SINOPEC, China
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Sustainable aviation fuel developments in India 
 11:45 - 12:45 CEST    SESSION IDO.2

C H A I R S 
 
Y.B. RAMAKRISHNA
Former Chairman – Working group on Biofuels, Ministry of Petroleum & 
Natural Gas

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

Creating an enabling regulatoryframework for SAF deployment 
in India 

  IDO.2.1
Ekta AGARWAL 
Assistant Director, Director General of Civil aviation, India

The story behind India’s first Bio-fuel flight 
  IDO.2.2 

Gurcharan ARORA
SpiceJet Limited, India

Title tbc
  IDO.2.3  

Siddhartha BUTALIA  
Air Asia India, India

Deployment to scale of an indigenously developed, potentially 
hundred percent drop-in, SAF in India

  IDO.2.4
Anjan RAY
Director, CSIR Indian Institute of Petroleum, India

IAF’s tryst with biojet fuel- the flight plan ahead
  IDO.2.5

Asheesh SHRIVASTAVA

EUBCE | Industry Track 
THURSDAY 12 MAY 2022
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
THURSDAY 12 MAY 2022

PANEL DISCUSSION | Breakthrough innovation:  
EIC Accelerator Horizon Europe Programme 

 13:45 - 15:15 CEST 

C H A I R S 
 
Francesco MATTEUCCI  
European Innovation Council, European Commission 

Antonio Marco PANTALEO 
European Innovation Council, European Commission

PA N E L I S T

Clyde HUTCHINSON
Journey Partners, Ireland 
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PANEL DISCUSSION | Biomass-the way forward 
 15:30 - 16:30 CEST    SESSION IDO.3

C H A I R S 
 
Calliope PANOUTSOU 
Imperial College London, Centre for Energy Policy and Technology, 
United Kingdom

Kyriakos MANIATIS
Former European Commission, DG Energy, EUBCE Industry Coordinator

PA N E L I S T

Myrsini CHRISTOU 
Center for Renewable Energy Sources and Saving, Biomass Dpt., Greece

Renato DOMITH GODINHO
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, Brazil
 
RENÉ VENENDAAL
BTG Biomass Technology Group, The Netherlands

UWE FRITSCHE
IINAS, Scientific Director, Germany

LUC PELKMANS
CAPREA, Belgium 

EUBCE | Industry Track 
THURSDAY 12 MAY 2022
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Ekta Agrawal 
Assistant director, Director General of Civil aviation, India
Working as Assistant Director (Aviation Environment Unit) in the office of the Director 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), with Bachelor’s Degree in Aeronautical Engineering 
having more than 10 years of aviation experience. Working for the environmental 
issues in aviation both at domestic and international level. I am also involved in the 
task of procedures and regulations framing for CORSIA and Sustainable Aviation 
Fuels both at domestic and international level. Being the CORSIA expert, also 
represents India at ICAO Working Group on CORSIA. I am also the member of ICAO 
Long term Aspirational Goal- Task Group which is currently working on the ICAO 
aspirational goal on net zero emissions. 

Kjell Andersson 
Svebio, Sweden
Kjell Andersson is policy director at Svebio, Swedish Bioenergy Association, and 
chairperson of Bioenergy Europe’s working group sustainability. Svebio is Europe’s 
oldest dedicated bioenergy association, founded in 1980, with around 250 member 
companies active in the whole bioenergy supply chain, but primarily in biomass 
from forests. Kjell Andersson has been engaged in issues concerning carbon pricing. 
Sweden has the world’s highest carbon tax, introduced in 1991, and today at 120 
euro/ton CO2 for all sectors outside EU-ETS.  

Jose ALONSO 
ITENE, Spain
Currently Head of converting processes unit at ITENE. He works on the development, 
processing and evaluation of packaging materials, focused on the sustainability of 
solutions.
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Gurucharan Arora
SpiceJet Limited, India
Captain Gurucharan Arora is the ‘Director Flight Operations’ of SPICEJET AIRLINES, 
an Airline based in India which operates a mix of about 70 ‘Boeing 737’ and 
‘DeHavilland Q400’ aircraft.
Capt Arora has been flying since 1984. 
After 15 years in the Military where he was an ‘Experimental Test Pilot’, he has been 
flying Commercial Aircraft since 2003. He has been a part of the Airline Management 
Team at SPICEJET since 2005 and has worked in close collaboration with the ‘Fuel 
Efficiency and Performance Engineering Teams’. He is a strong advocate for the 
creation and adoption of practices which reduce an Airlines Carbon Footprint. 
These practices include many Airline ‘Standard Operating Procedures’ which reduce 
yearly fuel burn by 3%, adoption of TAXIBOTS and he was one of the principal team 
members which conducted India’s first flight using SAF on 27 August 2018

EUBCE | Industry Track 
SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Gijs Arnold
WaterSkins, The Netherlands
Recently graduated from the TU Delft, with a Master’s degree in Life Science and 
Technology. During the last semester of university, Gijs has developed the idea for a 
sustainable leather alternative, WaterSkins, together with two fellow students. After 
winning the Biobased Innovation Student Challenge-Europe with this idea, the three 
decided to develop their idea further as a startup. 

Mattias Backmark 
Board member Pyrocell AB., Sweden
Masters in Chemical Engineering with Engineering Physics from Chalmers University 
of Technology, Gothenburg
Almost 20 year of experience from the Energy sector with an emphasis on fuels 
and refining
Started my career in refining with Shell and joined Preem in 2008.
Have held many positions within Preem, among others, Technical Manager Preem 
Gothenburg Refinery, HSSE Director Refining, EVP Strategy & Business Development, 
Manger Corporate Finance. All with an emphasis on developing renewable value 
chains.
Pyrocell Board of directors since the founding in 2018.

Markus BACKES
European Commision, DG Energy, Belgium
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EUBCE | Industry Track 
SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Freya Burton
LanzaTech, Chief Sustainability Officer, USA
With a background in biology, Freya started her career in carbon recycling as 
one of the first employees of LanzaTech, working directly with LanzaTech’s gas 
fermentation process in the laboratory. She has firsthand experience of scaling and 
commercializing a new technology, from the R&D stage, through the challenges 
of fundraising and navigating the legislative environment to deploying new 
technologies to scale in globally. Today she leads the Government Relations and 
External Relations teams at LanzaTech and plays a key part in advocacy groups 
around the world focused on Circular Economy, Carbon Capture and Utilization, the 
Bioeconomy and Low Carbon Fuels. She interacts across multiple sectors supporting 
the commercialization of new low carbon technologies, including contributing to 
reports on scale up and impact and providing insights on what common issues 
impacting the deployment of new technologies.

Robert Baldwin
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), USA

Bob holds the BS and MS in Chemical Engineering from Iowa State University and 
the PhD in Chemical Engineering from the Colorado School of Mines. Bob joined 
NREL in February 2008 as Principal Scientist in the National Bioenergy Center, 
thermochemical research section. Bob serves as the business development and 
program development coordinator for the Bioenergy Science and Technology 
Directorate and as the US representative to IEA Task 33, Biomass Gasification. Prior 
to NREL, Bob was a faculty member in the Chemical Engineering Department at the 
Colorado School of Mines for 30 years (1975 to 2004) and served as department 
head for ten years.

Jeppe Bjerg
Energinet, Denmark
Mr Bjerg has +20 years energy sector experience. He is currently lead development 
manager responsible for green gas market development at Energinet. Owned 
by the Danish Ministry of Energy, Utilities and Climate, Energinet operates gas 
transmission, distribution and storage infrastructure and is issuing body of 
renewable gas certificates in Denmark. Before taking up his position at Energinet 
in 2013 he has served at Ørsted (DONG Energy), the International Energy Agency 
and FORCE Technology. Mr Bjerg is currently President of ERGAR – the European 
Renewable Gas Registry. More info at Jeppe Bjerg Linked in.

Brandkamp Michael 
ECBF, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Michael Brandkamp is the Founder and General Partner of the European Circular 
Bioeconomy Fund (ECBF). Michael and his team’s goal is to speed up the 
transformation from a fossil-based to a bio-based economy in Europe. The German 
entrepreneur wrote the business plan for the founding of High-Tech Gründerfonds, 
a semi-public venture capital fund that invests in innovative technologies and 
business models, back in 2005. He managed the company until the end of 2020. 
Brandkamp has 24 years of experience in the fields of investment and 
management in the venture capital industry.
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Dirk Carrez 
Executive Director, Bio-Based Industries Consortium (BIC), 
Belgium
Dirk Carrez is the Executive Director of the Bio-based Industries Consortium (BIC). 
BIC brings together actors from different sectors and disciplines to establish a pan-
European bio-based industry. As such, BIC represents the private sector in a public-
private partnership (PPP) with the European Commission, the Circular Biobased 
Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU). BIC’s mission is ‘to connect industry, academia, 
regions and citizens to transform bio-based feedstocks into novel sustainable 
products and applications, and to create circular bioeconomy ecosystems through 
investments, innovation and know-how’.
Dirk Carrez is Bioengineer and holds a PhD in Agricultural Sciences. He has worked at 
SOLVAY in the research department, at the Belgian Federation for the Life Sciences 
and Chemical Industry as Director Innovation & Product Policy and as Secretary-
general of the Belgian Biotechnology Industry Association, and has been Director 
Industrial Biotechnology at EuropaBio. 
Dirk Carrez is also Vice-Chair of BIAC’s (Business and Industry Advisory Committee to 
the OECD) Biotechnology Committee, a member of several European and national 
advisory bodies in the area of the biobased economy, and Doctor Honoris Causa of 
the University of Reims Champagne-Ardenne.

Miguel Cachão
AVIPE, Portugal

Graduated in Animal Science and works in AVIPE since 2011. Has a post-degree in 
foresight, strategy and innovation and he’s finishing a 2nd post-degree in oenology. 
His role in AVIPE is on technical support to farmers in integrated pest management, 
irrigation and nutrition. He also submits investment project to farmers, participates 
in education to farmers and has a role on sprayers inspections.
On the last year has started to get involved in R&D&I activities and projects, mainly 
European ones. AVIPE is involved in 4 on-going European projects with special 
interest on CO2 sequestration from wine fermentation and development of bio-
fungicide. Last year, he was involved in an interreg med project about circular 
economy in the wine sector.

Erik Büthker
Total Energies, Business Development Asia, Specialist gaseous 
fuels, Marketing & services, France

Erik is for many years active in the alternative fuel business for CNG/LNG and 
biomethane. In 2001 he started the first commercial operation of CNG fueling 
stations in the Netherlands. Currently he is working at TotalEnergies as business 
developer for the Asian market. 
As chairman of the CEN standardization committee CEN TC 408 he is deeply 
involved in the standardization of biomethane for injecting into the grid and use as 
automotive fuel. 
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Myrsini Christou 
Center for Renewable Energy Sources and Saving (CRES), 
Biomass Dpt., Greece

Agriculture engineer, MSc, leader of CRES Biomass department.Over 25 years of
experience as coordinator and scientific responsible in a range of European and
nationalRTD projectson technical evaluation of several biomass feedstocks in
integrated biomass value chainsfor energy and biorefinery concepts.
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Stefano De Clara
International Carbon Action Partnership (ICAP), Germany

Stefano is the Head of Secretariat at ICAP, the International Carbon Action 
Partnership. ICAP is a forum, counting 33 members and 7 observers, for 
governments and public authorities that have implemented or are planning to 
implement emissions trading systems (ETS). Stefano leads ICAP’s work across the 
three pillars of technical dialogue, ETS knowledge sharing and capacity building.

Before his current role, Stefano was the Director for International Policy at the 
International Emissions Trading Association (IETA). Prior to joining IETA he focused 
on emissions trading in the Academia and for consulting companies. He holds a 
M.Sc. in Sustainable Development from the Utrecht University and a B.Sc. in 
Environmental Science from the University of Trieste. 

Claudia Daza Montaño 
INBAR, Switzerland
Claudia Daza Montaño is a consultant in bioeconomy and chair of the task force 
on bamboo for renewable energy of INBAR (International Bamboo and Rattan 
Organisation). Claudia also participates in INBAR’s task force on sustainable bamboo 
management, and is an expert member of the ISO technical committee on bamboo 
ISO/TC296 in the working groups of charcoal and activated carbon.

Mattia Comotto  
Aquafil, Italy
Mattia Comotto serves as Head of Circular Economy & Sustainability at Aquafil, a 
leading firm in the production of synthetic polymers and yarns. He works on a variety 
of projects and activities mainly but not only in the area of Sustainability and Circular 
Economy. He also represents Aquafil in many alliances and associations working 
on Textile, Recycling, and Circular Economy legislation and standards development. 
Before joining Aquafil, Mattia worked as Project Engineer at Rina Consulting, the 
engineering consulting firm of the Rina Group.
Mattia holds a PhD in Chemical Engineering from the University of Genoa (Italy).

Hai Feng
CNAF, China
Arbitrator of China Maritime Arbitration Commission
Professor senior engineer  
Over 30 years’ experience in petrochemicals, aviation fuel, shipping logistics and 
biofuel (including 16 years of overseas work experience).
Specialize in mergers and acquisitions, capital management, engineering 
construction, global trade, shipping logistics and supply chain management.
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Brian Gannon 
Biogas Energy Inc., US
Brian Gannon is president of Biogas Energy, a renewable fuel and energy 
development company based in California, USA. Mr. Gannon has built biogas 
projects for dairy manure and food waste, and installed the first fast pyrolysis 
reactor in California.

Uwe R. Fritsche
IINAS, Scientific Director, Germany

Uwe R. Fritsche studied applied physics at the Technical University of Darmstadt 
(Germany) and worked 1984-2012 as a scientist at Öko-Institut, heading its Energy 
& Climate Division in Darmstadt. Since 2000, he focused on international activities 
concerning sustainable use of biomass, land, and resources. In 2012, he co-founded 
the International Institute for Sustainability Analysis and Strategy (IINAS) and works 
there as Scientific Director. 
Expertise: international sustainability governance, sustainable bioenergy, 
bioeconomy and global land use, and life-cycle and material-flow analysis. He works 
mainly internationally, as Task Leader for IEA Bioenergy Task 40 and co-leading Task 
45 and the GBEP Task Force on Sustainability, and as technical expert for IEA, JRC 
and UN organizations.

Cristina Fernandez 
IRIS, Spain
Senior Food Scientist. PhD in food science from the University Autonomous of 
Barcelona (Spain) and the University of Guelph in Ontario (Canada). Dr. Fernandez 
is a food scientist and nutritionist with expertise in food emulsions. Dr. Fernandez 
has published over 7 papers in reputed journals and 1 book chapter and has been 
working in emergent non-thermal and thermal technologies scalable to the food 
and nutraceuticals industry.

Andreas Geß
Fraunhofer, Germany 
Andreas Geß holds a Master’s degree in Environmental Engineering from the 
University of Stuttgart and is a researcher in the group “Energy and Mobility” of the 
Department Life Cycle Engineering (GaBi) at the Fraunhofer Institute for Building 
Physics (IBP) since the beginning of 2019. Within the research team, he is dealing 
with the holistic sustainability assessment of transport and mobility concepts, 
alternative fuels as well as renewable energy systems. He is currently working on 
the life cycle assessment of the design process of aircraft and the prognostic LCA of 
future vehicle concepts. He conducts economic evaluations like Life Cycle Costing 
(LCC) or Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) analysis for various production systems. 
In addition, he investigates the possible carbon capture and utilization (CCU) of 
algae-based materials and the effects on biodiversity of using marginal lands for 
crop cultivation. Previously, he conducted a LCA, land use and biodiversity impact 
analysis on lamb meat production systems as well as on insulating materials from 
renewable resources. His master thesis on inclusion of biodiversity impact analyzes 
in LCA was also carried out at the GaBi department.
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Gert-Jan M. Gruter
Avantium, Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Gert-Jan (1963) has a background in Polyolefin catalysis (DSM 1993-2000; now Sabic) 
and has been Professor of Polymer Catalysis at Eindhoven University of Technology. 
He joined Avantium in 2000 and as CTO he initiated the YXY technology, which 
includes 100% bio-based PEF polyester for bottles, fibers and film. In addition, 
Gruter is involved in the development of the “DAWN Biorefinery Technology”, the 
“RAY MEG Technology” and the “Volta Technology” for the electrochemical reduction 
of CO2 to polyester monomers such as oxalic acid and glycolic acid. Gert-Jan is 
inventor on more than 100 patent applications; he was elected “2014 European CTO 
of the year” and is currently part-time professor Industrial Sustainable Chemistry at 
the University of Amsterdam (UvA).

Renato Godinho
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil

Journalist and communicator by graduation, and with a master´s degree in 
international diplomacy from Rio Branco Institute (2005), Renato Domith Godinho 
moved in 2003 from technological and scientific journalism to career diplomacy at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Brazil. In that capacity, he has served in Brazil and 
abroad, especially focusing in multilateral governance, negotiation, and process 
management. As Alternate Permanent Representative of Brazil to the United 
Nations Organization for Food and Agriculture (FAO), he has been from 2009-2012 
a leading actor in the reform of the UN Committee of World Food Security (CFS), 
which resulted in higher impact outcomes and much stronger coordination with the 
private sector, academia, international organizations and civil society. Since 2015, 
he has been in charge of the Division for Energy Progress (DEN)in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, dealing with international policy dialogue and cooperation for all 
forms of renewable energy, including hydropower, wind, solar and bioenergy, the 
last of which being a particular area of attention, suiting Brazil’s strong position in 
this sector. Since the launch, in COP22, in Marrakesh, of the Biofuture Platform, a 
20-country coalition to promote advanced low carbon solutions for transport and 
industry, Renato has led the operational team responsible for its coordination/
secretariat roles. With the transfer of the Facilitator role of the Biofuture Platform 
to the International Energy Agency (IEA) in 2019, Renato D. Godinho was appointed 
by the member countries as the Biofuture Platform’s first Chairperson, for a term 
of two years, passing on the role to Dr. Jim Spaeth, United Stated Department of 
Energy, in June 2021.

Matti Heikkilä
MetGen Oy, FINLAND
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Mike Holly
Sorgo Fuels & Chemicals, Inc., US
Mike Holly is semi-retired. He co-founded Sorgo, Inc. and developed technology 
for ethanol and electricity production from sweet sorghum in Minnesota, but was 
unable to commercialize the technology due to global government policies favoring 
other energy sources and monopolies. Previously, he worked as an alternative 
energy engineer and business analyst at the Minnesota Department of Energy and 
Economic Development. He earned Masters degrees in chemical engineering and 
business administration from the University of Minnesota.

Clyde Hutchinson 
Journey Partners, Ireland
As General Partner at TEAM ABC, Clyde is investing in early stage startups in air, land 
and sea transportation focusing on sustainability and digital transformation.  
He was one of first signatories of the UNEP Sustainable Blue Economy Finance 
Initiative. He has also served as UN Decade of Ocean Science Arctic Task force 
working group member and active member of the UN ICAO Coalition for Sustainable 
Aviation and the World Ocean Council. He has led several international innovation 
and startup programs such as Propeller Shannon (backed by Boeing and Datalex), 
Founder of Viva Air Labs (Latin America’s first innovation hub for Aviation) Medellín, 
Colombia.
Experienced mentor and evaluator working with EIC Accelerator, EU BlueInvest, EIT 
Digital/Food (Water Scarcity)/Health, RIF Cyprus, Port XL, Sustainable Ocean Alliance, 
USC Incubator and Enterprise Ireland. Spent his early career as academic researcher 
working at University of Cambridge, ZSL London Zoo, Imperial College and Tokyo 
University focusing on international development, conservation and effect of 
habitat destruction on human health in UK., Africa (Ghana, Kenya, Uganda), India 
and the Caribbean

Berit Hinnemann graduated with an M.Sc. in Physics from the University Duisburg-
Essen in 2000 and with a Ph.D. in Physics (catalysis) from the Technical Denmark in 
2004.
After postdoctoral positions in academic research at the Technical University 
of Denmark and at Princeton University, she joined Haldor Topsoe in 2006. She 
worked for Haldor Topsoe from 2006-2020 in roles in research and development, 
business development, technology scouting and the last 3 years as Head of Global 
Intelligence in Corporate Strategy. 

In April 2020, Berit joined Maersk as Senior Innovation Project Manager 
within Maersk’s Future Fuels program. When Maersk established a dedicated 
Decarbonisation team in March 2021, Berit took up her current position as Head of 
Decarbonisation Business Development, developing green fuel supply and driving 
engagement with green fuels project developers and suppliers. 

Berit Hinnemann 
Maersk, Denmark
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Frithjof Kublik 
Shell, Germany
Frithjof Kublik is an expert in business development in the energy business and 
has extensive experience in the energy transition through his roles in hydrogen, 
renewables, Gas/LNG and multiple business development roles in Shell 
International. He worked for Shell on several large cross-business deals in The 
Hague and Houston. Based on his extensive business development background 
he works in the last couple of years as independent consultant in KECI GmbH for 
e.g. Shell’s Hydrogen Business and for the Shell Energy & Chemicals Park Rheinland 
on a number of Energy Transition Opportunities like the REFHYNE and REFHYNE 2 
projects and a Bio-PTL opportunity.

Bernd Kuepker
European Commission, DG ENER

Being an agricultural economist by profession Bernd Kuepker started his career 
as agricultural researcher dealing mostly with quantitative analyses and impact 
assessment of agricultural policy. After a year in the German Ministry of Finance 
he joined the Commission services in 2008. The first three years he worked for DG 
Agriculture before he moved to the Renewable Energy Unit of DG Energy. Since 
2021 Bernd Kuepker works in the Unit “Decarbonisation and Sustainability of Energy 
Sources” of DG Energy with a focus on the promotion of renewable and low carbon 
fuels in the transport sector including renewable hydrogen and biofuels.

Franz Jäger 
Pulp-Tec, United Kingdom
Franz Jaeger is together with his brother the owner and Managing Director of the 
company Pulp-Tec. Coming from a family business background, he dedicates his 
career to substitute single use plastic packaging by truly circular products being 
made from residual paper waste. 

Katerina Kousoulaki 
Nofima, Norway
Katerina Kousoulaki is a Senior Research in the Nutrition and Feed Technology 
dpt of Nofima, based in Bergen, Norway, and the coordinator of the BBI JU 
Horizon 2020 project AQUABIOPRO-FIT. She has 23 years’ experience in research 
management with strong focus in the responsible development of the aquaculture 
and fisheries sectors. Katerina Kousoulaki is leading research for the replacement 
of fish in feeds by low trophic organisms such as microalgae and higher plants, 
insects, tunicates and polychaetes, as for instance in the Horizon 2020 project 
FutureEUAqua and the Norwegian Research Council funded project Millennial 
salmon, developing and documenting safe and well performing ingredients and 
diets. Simultaneously, she is working together with the industry in creating and 
expanding the food market for industrial fish biomass, currently used in animal 
feeds, in the form of highly nutritious biobased ingredients incorporating them in 
well tasting meal solutions to enable broader acceptance and higher consumption.  
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8021-5452 

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8021-5452
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Vanessa Leonardi
Mite, Italy

Environment expert, specialized in climate change and carbon credit projects.
Degree in Environmental Science magna cum laude, PHD in Environmental Science 
and Master in “Global Environmental Protection & International Policies”.
Advisor for the Italian Ministry of Ecological Transition as a climate expert.
Italian Negotiator in EU and UN groups for ongoing negotiators on carbon markets 
at United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and G7.
rappresentino Eu for ongoing negations under UNFCCC on article 6.8 of Paris 
Agreement.
Member and Chair of the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee (JISC), under 
the authority and guidance of the Conference of Meeting of the Kyoto Protocol 
Parties .
Author of more than 30 national and international publications on environment and 
soil remediation.
Lecturer in  post-graduate programmes on environment and climate change field.

Frank Ligthart 
Sumitomo SHI FW, FINLAND

Frank holds a MSc degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Delft University 
of Technology and has worked in international sales, business development 
and leadership positions at energy and environmental technology providers for 
about 25 years. He joined Sumitomo SHI FW (SFW) in 2020 to take responsibility 
for developing the waste to value business of SFW based on the long history and  
extensive experience of SFW with biomass and waste gasification.  

Zsófia Kádár 
Bio Base Europe Pilot Plant, BELGIUM

Zsófia Kádár is an internationally experienced bioengineer. She has an M.Sc. in 
Bioengineering and a PhD in Chemical Engineering from Budapest University 
of Technology and Economics. She is specialized in industrial biotechnology, 
and has expertise in pre-treatment processes of lignocellulosic biomass and in 
fermentation technology within the renewable energy sector and sustainable and 
circular biorefinery concept. She has participated in several EU and Danish national 
founded projects as WP leader and project manager. Since 2019 she is working at 
Bio Base Europe Pilot Plant as a Project Acquisition Coordinator. At this moment she 
coordinates the BBI JU (H2020) founded Glaukos project.

Heli Kuorikoski 
Metsä, Finland
Heli Kuorikoski is currently CEO of a joint venture between Metsä Group and Itochu 
Corporation. The joint venture company operates a textile fibre demo plant in 
Central Finland. Prior to her current position, Heli has held a number of positions 
at listed company Metsä Board, focusing on e.g. technical services, product 
management and R&D of paperboard and packaging solutions. Heli graduated from 
Tampere University of Technology in Finland with a M.Sc. in Materials Science.
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Marion Maheut
ENGIE, FRANCE

Marion Maheut works in the Biogas, Biomass & Waste Lab at ENGIE lab CRIGEN (as 
part of the ENGIE Research & Innovation Division) as Research Process Engineer and 
is the GAYA Project Leader. 
In 2015, she started as Research Process Engineer in biogas, biomethane and 
hydrogen production projects at the ENGIE lab CRIGEN. Her field of research was 
gasification, anaerobic digestion, gas treatment, gas flow assurance. She worked 
on technology assessments, process simulation, process design, process heat 
integration for green gas production. More particularly, she was process engineer 
within the Gaya project which aimed to produce bio-synthetic natural gas (bio-SNG) 
from biomass and waste gasification and syngas methanation. Since mid-2019, she 
has been R&D Project Leader regarding thermo-chemical conversion technologies 
to produce renewable gas (biomethane, hydrogen). More particularly, she manages 
the R&D activities of the GAYA project and its platform.

Jesus Lopez Lopez
Biofuels Sustainability Manager

Industrial engineer by education, after working on Environmental permitting, Jesus 
joined the biofuel industry working for first EU ethanol producer since 2008, building 
sustainability certification compliance and implementing certified supply chains. 
After being Head of Sales and Regulatory Affairs, Jesus has occupied a number of 
positions on Ethers/Chemical Industry, agricultural consultancy and finally joined bp 
in 2018 to coordinate all low carbon compliance activity in/towards Europe.

Chris Malins
Cerulogy - Ideas for a sustainable future, United Kingdom
Chris Malins is the founder of Cerulogy, an independent consultancy providing data-
driven analysis on alternative fuels policy and sustainability to clients in business, 
government and civil society on both sides of the Atlantic. Chris has been working 
on issues around alternative fuels since joining the UK’s Renewable Fuels Agency 
as its communications lead in 2008, and subsequently spent six years leading the 
fuels team of the International Council on Clean Transportation. Chris’ work areas 
include biomass availability, the indirect effects of biofuel use, the LCA of fossil 
fuels and development of effective policy instruments for the advanced alternative 
fuel industry. He holds a doctorate in Applied Mathematics from the University of 
Sheffield.

Lorenzo Maggioni 
CIB-Consorzio Italiano Biogas

Matthias Meyer 
TU Dresden, Dept. of Forest Sciences, Germany
Dr. Matthias Meyer is scientific associate at TU Dresden, Dept. of Forest Sciences. 
He is the Technical Manager of the CBE-JU/BIC/EU project Dendromass4Europe. 
As forest geneticist and tree physiologist for sustainable tree crops, he focuses on 
the trees’ water relations. He supports Short Rotation Woody Crops as a ready-to-
implement means that can reliably contribute to sustainability transition and bio-
economy.
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Filip Miketa
Bio-mi, Croatia
Filip holds a master’s degree in business economics of the University of Rijeka (HR). 
Since 2001, he has worked as Chief Operating Officer within Mi-Plast company and 
since 2017 as a CEO and Head of R&D at BIOMI company which is the first South East 
European company dedicated to development and manufacturing of bio-based, 
biodegradable and compostable materials. Filip has worked as project manager and 
researcher in different EU funded projects from different platforms H2020 & BBI, 
FP7, LIFE EU projects and several ESIF funds projects. As Head of R&D, he is an active 
member of different expert bodies in Croatia but also at European level.

Calliope Panoutsou 
Imperial College London, Centre for Energy Policy and 
Technology, United Kingdom

Dr Calliope Panoutsou is a Senior Research Fellow in the Centre for Environmental 
Policy at Imperial College London and the Chair of Biomass availability and supply 
in the European Technology and Innovation Platform for Bioenergy (http://www.
etipbioenergy.eu/). Her work integrates natural sciences with economic and socio-
economic approaches and policy analysis. She is currently leading research on how 
biomass can be integrated into climate and energy policies in the European Green 
Deal. She has acted as advisor to the International Energy Agency for biomass, 
bioenergy and biofuels; United Nations, World Bank, Nordforsk for bioeconomy 
research in Scandinavia; and has recently co-authored the publications of the Joint 
Research Center (JRC) of the European Commission on Future transitions for the 
Bioeconomy towards Sustainable Development and a Climate-Neutral Economy.  

Laura Monteiro
Algae for future, Portugal
With a background in bioprocess engineering and a PhD in hydraulics, Laura has 
been a researcher in several EU funded projects since 2006 (FP6, FP7, LIFE) working 
mostly in in water quality and safety and in the water-energy nexus. She is currently 
coordinating the H2020 BBI-JU Multi-Str3am project and leading A4F’s R&D projects 
proposals team.”

Antonio Marco Pantaleo
European Innovation Council, European Commission
He has twenty years of experience in multidisciplinary research projects in 
renewable and clean energy technologies (solar, wind, biomass, and hybrid), energy 
systems integration, biosystems engineering, energy use in agricultural engineering 
and food processing.
He holds a first degree in electric engineering from Politecnico of Bari and a PhD in 
process systems engineering from Imperial College London, where he is affiliated 
as research fellow to the Clean Energy Processes Lab (CEP) and Centre for Process 
Systems Engineering (CPSE) of the department of chemical engineering. He is 
an associate professor of clean energy technologies at the department of agro-
environmental sciences of the University of Bari.
Before becoming professor, he co-founded an energy service company, worked for 
Edison Energie Speciali as wind and biomass energy engineer and for GSE (Gestore 
dei Servizi Energetici) in the strategic planning division. He also worked as scientific 
expert and consultant for public and private organisations, including the Italian 
Ministry of Research, and was vice-Rector for energy policy of University of Bari.
Antonio authored over hundred scientific papers, and he is member of IEA working 
group on energy storage, ASME technical committee on clean fuels, and is delegate 
for energy in the Italian Sustainable Universities network.
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Antoine Peeters 
Pole IAR, France
Antoine Peeters is Deputy Managing Director of Bioeconomy For Change IAR where 
he is particularly in charge of the innovation, European and competitive intelligence 
activities. As part of his role for Bioeconomy For Change, he is also Secretary General 
of the Protéines France association and Vice-President of the French Association 
for Plant-Based Chemistry (ACDV). Prior to joining Bioeconomy For Change, Antoine 
worked several years for EuropaBio, the European Association of Bioindustries, as 
well as for Publicis Consultants. Antoine has an academic background in Political 
Sciences from the Louvain-la-Neuve University (Belgium), the Pantheon-Sorbonne 
University (France) and a Master degree in European Affairs from ISMaPP (France).

Luc Pelkmans 
CAPREA Belgium

Luc Pelkmans is Technical Coordinator of IEA Bioenergy, a Technology Collaboration 
Programme functioning within a framework created by the International Energy 
Agency (IEA). He is also manager of the consultancy firm CAPREA Sustainable 
Solutions. Luc graduated as MSc in Mechanical Engineering in 1994 and worked 
for VITO – a Belgian research institute – from 1996 until 2017 as project manager 
on alternative transport fuels and drivetrains, biofuels, bioenergy and biobased 
economy.

Dannis Poon
Eco-ceres, China
Dannis Poon is COO – Biogrease Business of EcoCeres, Inc. (previously known 
ECO Environmental Investments Limited.  He had over 25-years solid experience 
in energy commodity trading, upstream oil & gas exploration and production, 
and especially renewable energy of HVO and SAF R&D activities, development, 
production and marketing in latest 10 years.  EcoCeres, Inc. is the first producer to 
attain ISCC-CORSIA PLUS certification for SAF.

Virginia Puzzolo
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU)

I hold a PhD in plant ecology and biology, and I started my career at the European 
Commission in 2004 as a researcher in the Joint Research Center (JRC). In 2006, I 
was first seconded to DG ‘Enterprise and Industry’, where I actively contributed 
to the development of the European Union’s Earth Observation Program: 
Copernicus. Then, in 2009, I moved to the Research Executive Agency (REA) where 
I was responsible for the execution of part of the FP7 and Horizon2020 Research 
Framework Programmes. For 20 years, I have been working in developing and 
implementing the EU Research and Innovation policies and since September 2020, 
I am the Head of Programme in the Circular Bio-Based Europe Joint Undertaking 
(previously BBI JU).
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Anjan Ray
Director, CSIR Indian Institute of Petroleum, India
Anjan Ray received his Doctorate in Chemistry from the University of Pennsylvania 
and worked thereafter for over 25 years across functions ranging from Quality 
Control, Technical Service, R&D and Marketing to General Management, Mergers & 
Acquisitions and Corporate Strategy.  Subsequently, he took up his current position 
as Director, CSIR-Institute of Petroleum, Dehradun in November 2016.  
His professional interests have spanned fields as diverse as surfactants, lubricants, 
oleochemicals, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, oil and gas, energy efficiency, biofuels, 
biotechnology, sustainable supply chains and renewable energy policy.  
Apart from his professional career in chemical technology, Dr Ray has had an active 
interest in media, education, heritage and environmental conservation for over 4 
decades.

Liisa Ranta
UPM Biofuels, FINLAND
Sustainability  enthusiast with broad experience in sustainability, climate and 
environmental topics and strong project management expertise.

Broad experience in industry supply chains and forest based industries. Working at 
UPM Biofuels in Finland since 2010, managing various sustainability and regulative 
projects and tasks both in biofuels as well in biomaterials sector. Currently 
responsible of leading UPM Biofuels and Biochemicals Sustainability and Marked 
development team which manages the sustainability certifcations and regulative 
market development initiatives for the current and planned operations of the 
business. Active in developing new sustainable land use concepts including carbon 
farming. 

Manuel Román
ISANATUR, Spain
Mr. Román has a Bachelor degree in Economics and conducted an MBA in the EOI 
(industrial organizational School) and postgraduate studies in the Swedish School 
of economics (HANKEN). He has long experience as international project’s director, 
business development, change management, innovation processes. He took 
relevant management positions in multinational Expert in access to international 
markets and alliances for the benefit of new business opportunities, including 
fundraising for R&D based business models.

AFTER 15 years experience working for others, in 2009 as co-founder and CEO 
of  CONTACTICA innovation consultancy started an entrepreneur challenge. First 
aiming to support, guiding and leading others into innovation processes applied to 
new product development. 
After 4 years of successful growth, and with a team growing, in 2012 created 
ISANATUR Spain. An industrial deployment in Navarra (Spain), Implementing a 
patent to obtain from olive fruit, 4 ingredients-products in a sustainable, organic, 
integral zero waste processing system that could be applied to other raw materials.
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Samgoulé Samassa 
Bio-Industrial Project Manager, Microphyt, France
Samgoulé SAMASSA is Bio-Industrial Project Manager at Microphyt. He holds a 
Master’s degree in Management from the Grenoble School of Management. Its 
previous experiences in international large companies as a reporting systems 
administrator, management controller, or business analyst, let him to developed 
strong skills in the management of closing and budgetary processes, monthly 
reporting, as well as the monitoring of CAPEX expenses for industrial projects. 
Within Microphyt Samgoulé works on the SCALE project management, in interaction 
with partners and all the Microphyt teams involved. 

Bryan Sherbacow
Alder Fuels, USA
Bryan Sherbacow is Chief Executive Officer of Alder Fuels which is commercializing 
a technology enabling the production of carbon-negative crude oil from biomass 
for use in existing refineries. Alder partnered with Honeywell for development and 
licensing. United Airlines has contracted with Alder for the largest publicly announced 
SAF agreement in aviation history. Mr. Sherbacow is a recognized pioneer in the 
development of low carbon fuels and responsible for the first commercialization of 
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF). Mr. Sherbacow also serves as Chairman of the Low 
Carbon Fuels Coalition and a steering committee member of the Business Aviation 
Coalition for SAF.

Asheesh Shrivastava 
Principal Member, Committee on automotive, aviation and 
industrial fuels, PCD 3.1, Bureau of Indian Standards, N Delhi, 
Member, ‘Working group on Bio-jet Fuel’, Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, N Delhi, Domain Expert, ‘Fuels, Oils and Lubes’ 
standing committee, Dte of Indigenisation, Indian Air Force, 
N Delhi, Member, The Aeronautical Society of India, N Delhi, 
Member, Institute of Engineers, Bhopal Chapter

Gp Capt (Dr) Asheesh Shrivastava was commissioned in November 1994 in the 
engineering branch of the Indian Air Force. He is trained on Russian Military transport 
aircraft including the IL-76, IL-78 and AWACS. He has also undergone specialised 
training at aircraft manufactures’ facilities at Uzbekistan, Moscow and Israel. In his 
years of uniformed service, he has participated in various international military 
exercises including those at Alaska, USA. He is also a Cat A Qualified Aircraft System 
Instructor and doctorate in aviation supply chain. He is presently Commanding a 
Russian Aircraft Type Training Institute at Agra. 
Gp Capt A Shrivastava had been the Project Director of IAF’s Bio-jet Fuel Project 
and successfully completed the test and certification for the indigenous bio-jet 
fuel for Indian military aircraft. He has published various papers in national and 
international journals on issue relating to technology infusion in IAF, especially 
those leading to environment, energy conservation and electronic security. 
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Alba Soler 
Science Executive Refining Transition, Concawe, Belgium

Alba Soler is currently the Science Executive for Refining Transition in Concawe, 
the Scientific body of the European Petroleum Refiners Association in Europe. Her 
main role is to identify opportunities and challenges for the refineries in Europe, to 
technically inform the discussions on their evolving role from today towards 2050, 
in view of the ambitious long-term Green Deal package.
Alba previously worked for 3 years in Concawe as Science Associate for the Low 
Carbon Pathways Program and has over 14 years of experience in refining sector. 
She worked previously in Repsol, as a Technology Development & Planning Senior 
Engineer for 6 years, and as a Process Engineer for 4 years. She holds a degree in 
Chemical Engineering and a Master in Refining, Petrochemical and Gas.

Nicolas Sordet
AFYREN, France

Nicolas Sordet is co-founder and Chief Executive Officer of AFYREN since 2014. 
He holds a Master’s degree in Corporate Finance and Financial Markets from the 
Grenoble Management School. 
He put his financial knowledge into practice by holding several positions in 
Investment banks and Financial Institutions in Switzerland, in the US and in Asia.
He was Deputy Chief Executive Officer of Link Securities from 2006 to 2013, then 
Private Equity/Venture Capital and Financing Advisor from 2013 to 2014. He has 
been able to apply his financial expertise and experience for AFYREN development.

Working in research institute of petroleum processing, SINOPEC, received PhD. of 
Applied Chemistry and specializing in solving the quality problems of fuel storage, 
transportation and use. Responsible for oil testing, revision test methods and 
product specification. for example,  revised the No. 3 jet fuel specification. In recent 
years,  take participate in aviation biofuel research, processing, blending, test , 
flights ,etc. 

Zhiping Tao
SINOPEC, China
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Eric van den Heuvel  
Independent advisor – Platform Renewable Fuels, 
The Netherlands
Eric van den Heuvel, partner at ‘studio Gear Up’ and is part time director of the 
knowledge and innovation Platform Renewable Fuels. 
He is a senior expert in the field of sustainable energy, with a focus on business 
strategy and innovation on biomass and waste/residues for energy and alternative 
transport fuels (for road, shipping and aviation). 
In 2015 he founded studio Gear Up, an independent firm supporting national 
and international companies, institutions and government organisations in the 
transition to a low carbon economy, by providing strategic advice, process and 
project management services and guiding and facilitating stakeholder involvement 
processes. Furthermore, the studio develops own concepts in the field of biomass 
resources, biofuels, alternative fuels and the circular economy.
In 2016 he initiated the Netherlands Platform Renewable Fuels, that brings together 
various stakeholders in the renewable fuels sector to address reducing the 
climate impact in the transport sector. The Platform is an independent knowledge 
developing end dissemination body.
He has nearly thirty years of network building and strategy analysis, both in national 
and international context. 
He graduated at the Eindhoven University of Technology on Technology and 
Innovation and holds a University of Oxford, Saïd Business School Post-Graduate 
Diploma on Strategy and Innovation.

César Velarde 
European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), France
César Velarde joined the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) in December 
2020, where is responsible for the Capacity-Building Programme for Environment, 
aiming at strengthening competencies in ECAC States. Prior to joining ECAC his 
work focused on Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF), having worked for the Spanish 
government and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), based in 
Indonesia for three years. He was co-rapporteur of the ICAO Fuels Task Group 
(FTG) and has been involved on several SAF initiatives and projects in Europe, and 
worldwide. He holds an engineering degree.

René Venendaal
BTG Biomass Technology Group BV 

CEO BTG Biomass Technology Group
Co-chair ETIP BioEnergy
Co-chair SET Plan - IWG 8
Chair Cluster Biomass Feedstocks and Sustainable Energy (NL)
Vice-chair BioEnergy - Dutch Association for Renewable Energy
Chair Greenhouses Koekoekspolder Energy and CO2-neutral 2030
Co-founder and member European Advanced Biofuels Coalition (LSB)

von Weymarn Niklas 
Metsä, Finland

Niklas von Weymarn has a Doctor of Science degree in biotechnology from Aalto 
University in Finland. He began his work career as a research scientist, moving then 
via startup companies and a 7-year period at a research institute to a forest industry 
company called Metsä Group. At Metsä Group, he first served as Vice-President of 
Research at Metsä Fibre Ltd, after which he moved to build Metsä Group’s innovation 
company Metsä Spring Ltd in the role of CEO (metsaspring.com). Moreover, Niklas is 
currently Board member of the startup company Woodio Ltd and Chair of the Board 
of a joint venture between Metsä Spring and Japanese Itochu Corporation. His past 
assignments include being a member of the Board of the Bio-based Industries 
Consortium, the private partner of BBI JU.
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Mr.Zuxi Xia is the Director of CAAC Fuel& Chemicals Airworthiness Certification 
Center of China. During his 20-year tenure, Zuxi Xia is engaged in aviation fuel 
airworthiness certification and technical research, he presided over the completion 
of China’s first Bio-jet fuel and low lead aviation gas approval. Zuxi Xia holds a 
master’s degree in applied Chemistry from Dalian University of Technology.

Zuxi Xia
Fuel & Chemical Airworthiness Certification Centre (FCCC) of 
CAAC, China

Jens Price Wolf 
ENVINA, Germany
Jens Wolf is General Manager of Europe at Enviva Inc., the world’s largest producer 
of sustainable wood pellets that provide global power and heat generators with 
a low-carbon alternative to fossil fuels. Based in the United Kingdom, Mr. Wolf 
works with customers, regulators, policymakers and external stakeholders to grow 
Enviva’s market and customer footprint and expand the use of its sustainable wood 
biomass product across Europe.  
With more than 20 years of experience working across the value chain within the 
power, heat and biomass industries, Mr. Wolf has obtained an invaluable acumen 
in renewable energy, sustainability and new market development. Before joining 
Enviva, Mr. Wolf was the Commercial Director for Drax where he was responsible 
for the development and logistics of trading and sourcing biomass on behalf of 
the company. Prior to Drax, Mr. Wolf was the Director of Asset Management and 
Development for DONG Energy (Now Ørsted) where he successfully developed the 
projects to convert four Danish combined heat and power (CHP) plants from coal 
to biomass.

Michael Weitz 
Lignovis, Germany
Founder and Managing Director of Lignovis GmbH. 
With extensive experience in bioenergy and biorefinery processes, the current focus 
is on optimizing and scaling the value chain around fast-growing tree species on 
agricultural land.
Since 2012, Lignovis GmbH has planted more than 4,000 hectares of woody crops 
as agroforestry systems and poplar and willow plantations in eight EU countries. 
The range of services includes: Cultivation planning and planting services, planting 
material production, special machinery construction as well as the realization of 
sustainable raw material supply strategies for bioenergy projects and the wood 
processing industry. 

Willemijn Westerlaken 
European Affairs manager, TLN, The Netherlands
Willemijn Westerlaken studied Political Science and History of International Relation 
at the University of Leiden and University of Utrecht. Afterwards she started her 
career in the European Parliament as a policy assistant working on a range of topics 
including public health, energy and climate. Currently she represents the Dutch 
association TLN (Transport and Logistics Netherlands) in Brussels as European 
Affairs manager. In that capacity she is active on all relevant policy areas that affect 
the transport sector, amongst which sustainability is currently the main area of 
interest.
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